
MAKING MINISTRY RELATIONAL
By Kathy McIlhargey

Love INC Clearinghouse Coordinator

Hardly a day goes by in the Love INC Clearinghouse that we don’t receive a request
for food assistance. All across our city there are churches that are prepared to
meet this need and we are grateful. So, we have been asking this question, "How
can we partner with the local church to meet the deeper needs of those that call
with requests?"   The box of food is like a door. Behind the door is a hurting heart.
Very often we simply don’t see past the box of food and into a heart that needs
the Good News wrapped in love.

Making ministry relational does not require a new ministry to be created. It requires
a shift from seeing ministry in two dimensional grey scale to three dimensional
living color. It is ministry that gets past numbers and programs and sees people.
Jesus saw people even when others did not want him to.  His family told him
he needed to come home (Mark 3:21).  His disciples told the children to go away
(Mark 10:13).  The crowd told the blind beggar to be quiet (Mark 10:48).  For us
to serve like Jesus served, we need to see what he sees.  He came for one
reason:  to seek and save the lost (Luke 19:10).  He called them by name.  He
went to where they were at.  He touched them and was touched by them.  We
need the eyes of our hearts to be opened before we can have ministries that
are truly relational and Gospel infused.  A box of food opens the door to hungry
hearts.  It’s just the beginning.

Relational ministry is
flowing through The Well
Church as they meet the
needs of families at Susan
B. Anthony School. Church
members volunteer in the
school classrooms, at the
Homework Center and
conduct a Saturday Sports
program at the school. You
might say their "door" was
serving children, but what
they have found behind the

door were opportunities to love and serve a community. Throughout the year, they assist
with yard and street beautification projects and hold special events for the community to
meet together.  When they find a special need, they try to meet it - such as remodeling a bathroom for a family of 13 or attending a funeral. They
have recently asked Love INC to call them when we get requests from families from this school district.  As their hearts have engaged, they keep
looking for more ways to serve this community

Another church that serves their community relationally is Mount Olive Baptist Church. They practice hospitality by inviting the community in to
their church home and then they go out to where the community is. They are a host site for Kids Café that provides hot meals, tutoring and a safe
place for elementary students.  Most come from nearby Hamilton school. The children are welcomed, nourished and loved.  Pastor Ed Lee reports
that many families are now attending his church and other churches because of the impact of Kid’s Café.  

The church also hosts Christian Women’s Job Corp (CWJC), a ministry of the Southern Baptist Convention.  The participants are blessed with a
shared meal, child care and an award-winning curriculum that teaches women Life Management Skills and helps them explore options for education
and career. The mentoring and Bible study components address the participants deepest need for relationship with God and healthy relationships
with others.

Pastor Lee has a vision for making his Church campus a place where the community is welcome.  They host Fresno School of Missions, West
Fresno Christian Academy, Millenial Charter School, and a YFC mentoring program for teen moms.  Their outreach ministries include:  Food and
clothing distribution, Child Evangelism Fellowship, and ministry to two nearby apartment complexes (where crime has dropped since the church
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CREDIT-CARD/DIRECT DEPOSIT

ESA/Love INC can now receive donations through Direct
Deposit or through the following credit cards: Visa,
MasterCard, Discover or American Express. To give to
ESA in this way, please contact Jacqueline at 244-0105
for further instructions.

Address correspondence to:
ESA/Love INC
1300 East Shaw Avenue, #136
Fresno, CA 93710-7903
Phone: 559-244-0105
Fax: 559-244-0114

Website
www.esaloveinc.org

THOROUGHLY SALTING
OUR CITY

Jesus in the Sermon on the Mount (Matt.5:13), called His
followers the “salt of the earth”. If that is true, why aren’t
most Christians eager to “salt their city” and make a difference
in the lives of others? Why is it still seen as normal for
Christians not to serve others and exceptional when believers
step out, go forth and serve? Why do we have to work so
hard to convince “followers of Jesus” to follow Jesus and
do what He did – serve others? Churches are like saltshakers.
The purpose of a saltshaker is to use salt, not store salt. Salt
is stored in those round cardboard containers. Saltshakers
are designed to shake “out” the salt. Churches should be
flooding our city with servants, not sprinkling it.

Something needs to change, please pray. ESA is taking a
new step to mobilize more Christians to serve others.  We
have put together a survey to discover all the opportunities
for church volunteers to serve in 58 Christian non-profit
ministries in our city. These are the ministries on the front
lines of serving others. ESA has developed the “Volunteer
Opportunities Survey” and students in Inter Varsity’s Fresno
Institute for Urban Leadership will call and interview these
agencies. Then we will let churches know about these
thousands of specific opportunities for God’s people to serve.

Jesus served others.  We’re followers of Jesus.  We should
do no less. It is a joy to touch and transform the lives of
others. It’s the only hope for our city. Please pray and serve.
Let’s give ’em heaven by thoroughly salting our city, not
sprinkling a few exceptional grains on it.

WEEKLY PASTOR’S PRAYER
All Christian Pastors and leaders are welcome.
Every Tuesday, 8-9 a.m. at Bethel Christian on North
First (south of Shaw).

4th Quarter 2007

Mobilizing Christian churches to transform lives and communities in the name of Christ.

We are an endorsed organization of

Evangelical Council for
Financial Accountability Continued on next page

WORLD VISION EXPERIENCE: AIDS
February 7-12, 2008

A village size walk-through experience to help us
understand the impact of HIV/AIDS in Africa and
around the world.  www.worldvisionexperience.org
or Jim Tienken at Northwest Church 435-2200 ex. 123

HOPE NOW FOR YOUTH needs bicycles for men
and help with mailings 434-8125.

SPECIAL GIFTS GIVEN TO ESA

In Memory of Blanch Bartsch
By Ruth Van Noy

In Memory of Helen Keith
By Charles and Lu Ann Hindes
By Jim and Jan Fayle
By Norval and Jeannette Holt
By Arlene Wilkinson
By Northpark Community Church
By Marie Bickford

NEED FOR MENTORS – You are needed to show
God’s love to people

• One by One
Mentors for ex-gang members – 233-2000

• One by One
Mentors for high risk kids (MCOP)– 233-2000

• Rescue Mission
Mentors for Academy Men – 268-0839

• FIRM
New Life Mentoring Program to Hmong 
families – 487-1500 ext.136 (Sara)

READ FRESNO needs volunteer readers who can
commit to one hour of reading on Tuesday, Wednesday,
or Thursday 2 pm through 6 pm on school sites.  Books
will be provided; volunteers will receive one hour of
training and ongoing support by READ FRESNO.
Phone 443-READ (7323) for details or to volunteer.

YEAR END REMINDER – The “delivered-when-mailed”
rule applies to financial donations.  Your donation will
be tax deductible for 2007 if it is delivered or
postmarked on or before Monday, December 31st.




